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DETAILED ACTION 
CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claims 1-3 and 6 are the independent claims under consideration in this Office 

Action. 

Claims 4,5, and 7-9 are the dependent claims under consideration in this Office 

Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Bone 
(4,111,347). 

Bone '347 teaches a device for automatically attaching tufting elements including 
a retaining link 61 C and tufts 61 and 61 A. The tufting machine includes at least one 
tufting needle 91 for engaging and guiding a tuft through the material being tufted. A 
separator 87 is provided for separating a tuft element from the series of attached tuft 
elements and presenting this to the needle. A piston 101, 103 drives the needle and 
tufting element through the material and is withdrawn after the tufting element and a 
portion of the link is moved through the material (figure 19, for example). The apparatus 
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further comprises automatically reloading another tuft (see motor 130 in figure 26A, for 
example) to the needle for insertion of the next tufting element. The needle is 
structured with a recess adjacent to the tip such that a tufting element 61 B is ejected 
from the needle after passing through and compressing the material being tufted. Each 
tufting element is formed form a sheet of flexible material and cut such that each tufting 
element is connected in series and separable from each other before being fed to the 
needle. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Bone '834 and Walters illustrate a plunger device for pushing a 
tufting element through a material being tufted. Briere et al., and Bux illustrate tufting 
elements including links for tufting materials. 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist at (703) 308-0861. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications directed to 
the examiner should be directed to Mr. Ismael Izaguirre at (703) 308-0892 located in 
CP2-4B1 8, Monday through Friday 9:30am to 6:00ppl / / —^V-— — 
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